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Overview 
  The road to Infoterm (1930-1971) 
  Period I (1971-1979) Foundation and first build-up phase 
  Period II (1980-1988) Outreach to new activities 
  Period III (1989-1996) Organization of international 

events and organizations 
  Period IV (1997-2005) Establishment of the association 

Infoterm 
  Period V (2006-2011) New orientation 
  The evolution of the working programme 
  Achievements 



The road to Infoterm 

1930< Eugen Wüster‘s private 
research center in Wieselburg 

1936 ISA/TC 37 „Terminology“ 
1951 ISO/TC 37 „Terminology 

(principles and co-ordination)“ 
1960s Projects with UNESCO 
1971 Establishment of Infoterm 
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Period I (1971-1979)  
Foundation and first build-up phase 

  Information and documentation activites 

  Collecting information on terminological activities 

  Collecting information on terminology standards 

  Managing the secretariat of ISO/TC 37 

  Taking care of standardization activites in the fields of terminology, I&D, 
classification at national level (AT and DE) 

  TermNet feasibility study 1978/79 

  Start of the Infoterm Series 1974 

  1975 First Infoterm Symposium 

  1979 First Int‘l Conference on Terminology Data Banks 
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Period II (1980-1988) 
Outreach to new activities 

  Focus: computer-assisted terminology and terminography 

  Development towards a clearinghouse and referral centre 

  Expansion of ISO/TC 37 standardizing activities 

  Organizing TermNet as an informal cooperation network 

  Development of a publication programme 

  Starting teaching and training activities at international level 

  World Guide to Terminological Activities (revised) 

  International Bibliography of Standardized Vocabularies (revised) 

  1985 Second Infoterm Symposium  

  1986 Association for Terminology and Technology Transfer (GTW)  

  1987 Int‘l Conference on Terminology and Knowledge Engineering (TKE)  

  1988 Foundation of TermNet as an association 
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Period III (1989-1996)  
Int’l events and new organizations 

  Infoterm Series 7: Terminologies for the Eighties 

  Int‘l Bibliography of Terminological Literature (revised) 

  1989 International Institute for Terminology Research (IITF) 

  3rd Infoterm Symposium 1991 

  2nd (1990), 3rd (1993), 4th (1996) TKE 

  Expanding the publication programme through TermNetPublisher 

  Continuation of teaching and training activities at int‘l level 

  Projects with EU institutions 

  Expanding cooperation with other world regions: Americas, Africa, Asia 

  TSTT 1991 and EPP 1995 in China 

  1996 Foundation of Infoterm as a non-profit association (NGO) 
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Period IV (1997-2005)  
Re-engineering of the organization 

  Eugen Wüster Prize implemented 

  TSTT 1997 in China 

  4th Infoterm Symposium 1998 

  5th (1999), 6th (2002), 7th (2005) TKE 

  Initiating the Multilingualism debate in the EU 

  Projects with EU institutions, governments and IGOs 

  2001 initiating CEN/WS/eCAT „Multilingual eCataloguing and 
eClassification in eBusiness“ 

  New scope of ISO/TC 37 „Terminology and other language resources“ 

  Eugen Wüster Archive consolidated and transferred to the University of 
Vienna 

  Infoterm Library transferred to Cologne University of Applied Sciences 
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Period V (2006-2011) 
New orientation and consolidation 

  New scope of ISO/TC 37 „Terminology and other language and content 
resources“ 

  Promotion of regional activities: EAFT, EAFTerm etc. 

  TSTT 2006 in China 

  Infoterm Archive installed at the University of Vienna 

  EU-Projects with respect to standardization of content-related 
methodologies, multilingual content etc. 

  2009 Transfer of the ISO/TC 37 Secretariat to China 

  Infoterm continues as „twinned secretariat“ of ISO/TC 37 
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Evolution of the working programme 

 UNESCO 

  Information and documentation 

  Promotion of cooperation  

  Teaching and training activities 

 EU institutions 

  Multilingualism 

  Consultancy services 

  R&D projects 

 EU, WHO, ISO, UNESCO … 

  New applications 
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Contribution  

  Increased institutional cooperation:  
many organizations, networks, institutions… 

  Increased geographical cooperation:  
within and between world regions 

  Kick-starting publications 

  Initiating vocational teaching and training 

  Launching activities and projects 

  Increased standarization activities 

  New applications: content interoperability 

  New perspectives:  
management, certification, quality, sustainability 
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40 Years 

  

THANKS! 
for 40 years of cooperation  
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Questions? 

Infoterm 
International Information Centre for 
Terminology 
 
Gymnasiumstrasse 50 
1190 Vienna 
Austria 
 
Tel: +43-1-4277-58026 
Fax:+43-1-4277-58027 
infopoint@infoterm.org 
http://www.infoterm.info 
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